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Certificates - Graduate 

A graduate certificate is defined in the OSU Catalog as "a structured progression of graduate-

level courses that constitute a coherent body of study with a specific defined focus within a 

single discipline or a logical combination of disciplines. It is designed for students who have 

completed a baccalaureate degree and are in pursuit of advanced-level learning." A graduate 

certificate requires a minimum of 18 graduate credits, and may include a final project, portfolio, 

or report for integration of the sequence of course materials. Up to 8 quarter credits may be 

transferred toward an 18-credit graduate certificate. 

A designated graduate certificate program coordinator oversees each individual program. The 

program coordinator is responsible for all aspects of administration of the program—applicant 

screening, admissions recommendations, and annual reporting to the graduate school. Annual 

reports will briefly summarize program status and provide statistics on enrollment and student 

progress. The Graduate School is responsible for certification of program completion. 

Students must be admitted to the university, either into a graduate degree program or into a 

graduate certificate program. This requires that the student hold a four-year baccalaureate degree 

from an accredited college or university. Individual certificate programs may specify additional 

requirements, including minimally acceptable grade point averages. Students may be reclassified 

as "advanced degree students" by following the procedure listed in the Graduate Student 

Information section of the OSU Catalog. Credit earned at OSU prior to admission to the 

certificate program may be applied toward a certificate as transfer credit, per current graduate 

credit transfer policy. 

Courses and certificates completed will be transcripted by the university registrar as a part of the 

student's permanent university record. The certificate is awarded when all course material is 

satisfactorily completed and a cumulative grade point average of 3.00 has been attained for all 

courses to be used toward the certificate. Award of a separate document suitable for framing will 

be at the discretion of (and will be the responsibility of) the unit administering the program. 

Credits earned in fulfillment of a certificate program may be applied to a graduate degree 

program at OSU, so long as they meet the appropriate standards for use in the degree and the 

criteria for transfer credit as defined in the Graduate Student Information section of the OSU 

Catalog. Courses completed for a degree program may likewise be applied toward a certificate 

program. Courses completed no more than 7 years prior to the certificate award date may be used 

to satisfy requirements. 

Proposals to establish new undergraduate and graduate certificates can be created via the 

Curriculum Proposal System. 
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Commented [GLM1]: I can see potential for 

inconsistencies.  Does this mean that only 8 credits from a 

previously obtained MS from OSU can be used in a 

certificate (since courses from previous OSU degrees are 

considered “transfer”?  What if it’s a concurrent MS?    

Commented [GLM2]: 1. Has this been done by certificate 

programs each year?  

2. Who, in the Graduate School, is responsible for collecting

these? 

3. Do they need to be reviewed or only collected

4. Should we change the requirement for annual reporting to

something else? 

Materials linked from the January 26, 2018 Graduate Council agenda.

http://catalog.oregonstate.edu/Default.aspx?section=Graduate
http://oregonstate.edu/admin/aa/apaa/academic-programs/curriculum/category-1-proposals
http://oregonstate.edu/admin/aa/apaa/academic-programs/curriculum/category-1-proposals


 


