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Materials linked from the October 28, 2016 Research Council agenda.      



Research	expenditures	determine	F&A

• Facilities	and	Administrative	costs.		AKA	“overhead”,	“indirect	cost	
recovery”,	“IDC”
• Separate	from	“Returned	overhead”,	which	is	what	goes	back	to	a	unit.

• F&A	costs	=	expenditures	on	research	not	attributable	to	a	particular	
project
• Our	expenditures on	research	determine	F&A	rate:



F&A	details

• Total	F&A	Costs	=	Total	amount	of	the	nine	specific	F&A	cost	pools	
assigned	to	organized,	sponsored	research	
• 4	Administrative	pools	(capped	at	26%)
• 5	Facilities	pools

• Modified	Total	Direct	Costs	=	
(Direct	Salaries	and	Wages)	plus (All	Other	Direct	Costs)	

minus (Equipment,	renovations,	off-campus	bldg rental,	tuition,	
contracts	>	$25k)



F… &… A

• Administrative	pools
• General	Administration	and	
General	Expenses

• Departmental	Administration

• Sponsored	Projects	Administration

• Graduate	Student	Administration	
and	Services*

• Facilities	pools
• Building	Depreciation
• Equipment	Depreciation

• Interest	
• Operations	and	Maintenance

• Library



OSU’s	F&A	by	the	numbers

• OSU	F&A	rate	=	47%	
• FY16	F&A	was	$39.8M
• total	expenditures	of	$217M
• MTDC	=	$141.6M
• Note	effective	F&A	rate	=	28%,	not 47%
• Foregone	F&A	(OSU	research	subsidy)	≈ $25M



OSU’s	F&A	Rate

• F&A	rate	is	set	every	4	years,	extendable	to	5	or	more
• Data	for	F&A	rate	come	from	the	year	before	the	F&A	rate	is	set	
(“base	year”)
• Again,	our	expenditures on	research	determine	the	F&A	rate



Components	of	F&A	@	OSU

hagertyr
Sticky Note
These are categories (cost pools) of expenditures where OSU spent money on research.  



Where	the
F&A	gets	
spent
@	OSU

hagertyr
Sticky Note
This is the amount of $ in different parts of the FY16 budget funded from F&A.



OSU’s	F&A	rate	is	very	low
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On-Campus	F&A	of	155	US	Major	Research	Universities	
(2015	data)

d

OSU,	47% F&A.	Only
14%	of	major	research	
universities	have	lower	F&A

Univ	N	Dakota

Harvard	Med	Sch

CSU	 51%
WSU	 52%
Iowa	St	 50%
NC	St	 51.5%
UC	Riverside	55%
U	Tennessee	51%

Average	=	51.8%




