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The Faculty Senate Library Committee (FSLC) convened three times in 2021-22 academic 

year. All meetings were held over Zoom due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The 

meetings were well-attended by the Library Committee members with absences due to 

scheduling conflicts, indicating continued engagement of the committee for two years (since 

the 2019-2020 session when the committee failed to convene). The Committee serves as a 

direct connection between the OSU Library leadership and staff and the OSU community.  

The central issues this year included continuing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 

OSU Libraries (OSUL), the looming budget crisis, and issues surrounding open and 

sustainable scholarly communications, which include rising collections costs driven by 

increases in cost of journal subscriptions.  

Accomplishments 

COVID-19 Pandemic:  

The Library Committee provided regular feedback during each meeting regarding decisions 

around temporary changes to services forced by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Open and Sustainable Scholarly Communications (OSSC):  

The suggestions for the 2021-2022 Library Committee had included a statement to 

“continue to support and advise the OSU Libraries staff on issues surrounding scholarly 

communication, which have the potential to positively impact budget concerns.” In keeping 

with this recommendation, the Committee members continued to listen to the concerns 

raised by OSU Libraries faculty and staff regarding the development of the OSSC principles 

for negotiating with publishers. The Library Committee offered advice and support to the 

OSU Libraries faculty and staff in gaining the support of the OSU community for upcoming 

negotiations with major publishers to help increase the bargaining power of the OSU 

Libraries. Several members of the Library Committee also served on the OSSC advisory 

committee formed by Anne-Marie Deitering, the Dean of Libraries. 

 

Raising budget concerns to the full body of the Faculty Senate and the OSU community: 

Suggestions for the 2021-2022 committee also included “raise budget concerns to the full 

body of the Faculty Senate.” In each of the first two meetings of the Library Committee in 

2021-2022, the Committee discussed how best to support the OSU Libraries faculty and 

staff in communicating budget concerns to the Faculty Senate and the larger community of 

library users at OSU. A sub-committee was formed to present to the Faculty Senate but, 

after members of the Library Committee attended the March 10 Faculty Senate meeting and 

saw that the Dean of Library’s presentation on the budget and OSSC was extremely well-

received and supported, it was decided that another presentation by the Committee would 

be redundant. 

 

The Library Committee continued to support the OSU Libraries faculty and staff on budget 

concerns by advising on outreach regarding budget issues. 

 

Major Concerns 

Although the COVID-19 pandemic continued to impact operations in 2021-2022, the 

committee’s gravest concern was adequate funding for the OSU Libraries, including 

collections, which is a serious long-term issue. OSU, along with Portland State University 

and the University of Oregon, was planning for negotiations with Elsevier and other 

publishers after the final meeting of the 2021-2022 Library Committee on April 26. Even if 

those negotiations are successful in achieving a large reduction in spending (on the order of 

0.5 to 1 million dollars in FY23), that will only ease, not eliminate the OSU Libraries long- 

term budget problems. More needs to be done to ensure that OSU Libraries may serve the 

OSU community for both academic and research needs on a level similar to its peer 

institutions. 



Suggestions for the 2022-2023 Library Committee 

Since adequate funding for the OSU Libraries is a continuing issue, it is suggested that, 

similar to last year, the Library Committee: 

1) Continue to support the OSU Libraries faculty and staff by advising them on how to 

raise awareness of the issue among the OSU community. 

2) Continue to support and advise the OSU Libraries staff on issues surrounding 

scholarly communication, which have the potential to positively impact budget 

concerns.  

 

Membership at the end of AY 2021-2022 

Melissa Santala, Chair   Mechanical, Industrial, & Manufacturing Engineering 2022 

Carolyn Fonyo    Graduate School     2022 

Kate Kerish    INTO OSU      2022 

Erica Fleishman   College of Earth, Ocean, & Atmospheric Sciences 2023 

Hua-yu Li    School of Public Policy     2023 

Janet Nishihara   Educational Opportunities Program   2023 

Bradley Boovy    School of Language, Culture & Society  2024 

Marit Bovbjerg    School of Biological & Population Health Sciences 2024 

Tim Zuehlsdorff   Chemistry      2024 

Anne-Marie Deitering – Ex-Officio OSU Libraries      2022 

Margaret Mellinger – Executive Committee Liaison    
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