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Introduction
The Research Council (RC) advises the Office of the Vice President for Research and Innovation and the Faculty Senate on policies pertaining to sponsored research activities. It recommends priorities for distribution of various internal funding programs and for external solicitations that require limited submissions from the institution. The RC also reviews proposals for Centers, Institutes and Research Programs, and is advisory to the Vice President for Research and Innovation on matters related to research activities at OSU.

Meeting Cadence and Member Workload
The RC met monthly beginning in December through June. Meetings were scheduled for one hour. Several additional two-hour meetings were scheduled in April to conduct the reviews of the Research Equipment Reserve Fund (RERF) proposals. Individual council members would likely spend several additional hours, outside of meeting attendance, conducting their individual reviews of RERF proposals. The Co-Chairs of the Council regularly spend time planning meeting agendas and coordinating meeting attendance (1 hr/month).

Standing Rules
The goal of the Research Council is to enable excellence in research at Oregon State University by providing faculty input to critical research policies and functions. The Research Council advises the Office of the Vice President for Research and Innovation and the Faculty Senate on policies pertaining to sponsored research activities. It recommends priorities for distribution of various internal funding programs and for external solicitations that require limited submissions from the institution. The Research Council also reviews proposals for Centers, Institutes and Research Programs, and is advisory to the Vice President for Research and Innovation on matters related to research activities at OSU. 

The Council consists of up to sixteen voting Faculty members who shall be actively engaged in funded research, with at least one member from each academic college and one member from OSU-Cascades. Faculty who are actively engaged in funded research, whose appointment is not within a college, may also be appointed. The Chair shall be a Faculty member with immediate prior experience on the Council, appointed annually by the Faculty Senate Executive Committee. The Vice President for Research and Innovation, or designee shall be an ex-officio, non-voting member of the Council. The previous Research Council Chair shall continue for one year as an ex-officio, non-voting member of the Council if their regularly appointed term has ended.

(04/01; 05/08; 6/21)

Summary of 2024 – 2025 Work
· Several meetings to converse with Anthony Koppers (OSU Associate Vice President for Research Advancement and Strategy). Topics of conversation included:
·  OSU research computing coordination
· NIH’s recent change to indirect costs and how OSU is responding.  
· RC meeting with Alix Gitelman (Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs) and Steph Bernell (Dean of Graduate Education) to discuss the discontinuation of the Graduate School and impact on OSU research.
· Answered an ad-hoc request for assistance in internal review for NSF MRI program.
· RC member served on the Faculty Recognition and Awards Committee to review an award in which a Research Council Member was required.
· RERF review planning meeting
· Conducted RERF reviews - 14 proposals recommended for funding for a total of 500K.
· Provided feedback and recommendations to Division of Research and Innovation. Specific recommendations to the DRI regarding RERF proposals were:
· Consider providing guidance on budget (including annual maintenance) evaluation criteria and adding a review scoring category.
· Add verbiage regarding the use of CVs (NSF-style) and C&P in the proposal evaluation (i.e., the proposers should know that they are used to evaluate research base and qualifications), require inclusion from all named Investigators?
· Require all named Investigators to DocuSign the RERF proposal so that there is no confusion about who is on the proposal or on previous year’s proposals.
· Consider providing an example exemplary RERF proposal as an example to proposers.
· Please increase overall score metric to a 1 to 5 scale rather than 1 to 3.
· Consider whether equipment needed in order to meet safety needs should be a point of emphasis in RERF proposal evaluation.

Recommendations
· Recommendations specific to the RC are as follows:
· Include Incentive Programs in the standing meeting invites.
· Consider adding an Extension researcher to the Research Council (since Extension is submitting RERF proposals).
· Each RERF proposal should require 3 reviewers instead of just two. 



Anticipated Future Work
· Meeting with Chris Viggiani (AVP for Research Integrity), centered around the use of our COI information.
· RERF reviews and other incentive program reviews as needed.

__________________________________________________________________________
2024 – 2025 (Committee/Council) Members:
Merrick Haller – Co-Chair 	College of Engineering 				2025
Jeff Bethel – Co-Chair 		College of Health 					2026
Dolly Nguyen 			College of Education 					2025
Chris Sanchez 			College of Liberal Arts 				2025
TBA (v. Tu) 			College of Earth, Ocean, & Atmospheric Sciences 	2025
Ben Archibeque 		STEM Research Center 				2026
Alexander "Sasha" Chemey 	College of Engineering 				2026
Lia Danelishvili 		College of Veterinary Medicine 			2026
Mariapaola Riggio 		College of Forestry 					2026
Chris Wolsko 			OSU-Cascades 					2026
Stephen Giovannoni 		College of Science 					2027
Siva Kolluri 			College of Agricultural Sciences 			2027
Silvia Rondon 			College of Agricultural Sciences 			2027
Jason Stornelli 		College of Business 					2027
Conroy Sun 			College of Pharmacy 					2027
Simon de Szoeke 		College of Earth, Ocean, & Atmospheric Sciences 	2027

2024 – 2025 Student Members:
This council does not employ student members.

2024 – 2025 Ex-Officio Members:
Anthony Koppers	Division of Research and Innovation 	
Chong Fang		Immediate Past Research Council Chair

Executive Committee Liaison:
Eric Hansen
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