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The Computing Resources Committee serves as a liaison between the faculty and Information Services, as
the faculty representative in reviewing and recommending policy related to information technology used by
faculty in their many roles, and to assist in planning and advocacy for information technology tools which
enhance faculty effectiveness in teaching, research, and service.

The committee met twice each term. There were two primary issues carried over from last year: these were
revision of the OSU Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) and the proposed review of Blackboard. 

In spring 2005, the committee made recommendations on a draft AUP which went back to IS and legal
affairs. Another draft was reviewed in the fall, with the committee approving a revision in January. This
was sent to the FS Executive Committee. Representatives from the committee met with the EC, and the
revision was posted as an information item on the March 9 meeting of Faculty Senate. Since then, there
was one additional revision, at the request of legal affairs, to include language to make it clear to users
that files and communications kept in electronic form are also subject to public record laws and court
ordered discovery.

Last year, the CRC made a recommendation to the EC to call for a review of Blackboard. The motivation
may be found in last year's report. This was approved in the fall, and CRC co-chairs met with FS
President Hale, President-elect Boggess, Vice-Provost Curt Pederson, and Catherine Williams (IS) to
discuss a format. It was decided that a survey might elicit sufficient information. The Blackboard
Review Committee was constituted in January, with representation from several FS committees, the
Centers for Teaching and Learning and Academic Success, Ecampus, and IS and to be chaired by Jon
Dorbolo. It met several times to establish a consensus on goals and methods. It is clear that for the
majority of participants, the goal of the survey is Blackboard specific. The CRC had looked to this
project as a first of kind post-selection evaluation of a large software system, but the Review
Committee wants a narrower outlook. The CRC representatives will try to distill more general lessons
from the conduct of this review in the hope that they may be applicable for other projects. For the
Blackboard Review, the committee undertook to subscribe to the Flashlight program of the TLT Group
which has compiled a large bank of questions, tested in numerous surveys, for evaluation of teaching
technology tools. It also undertook to contract with the Survey Research Center on campus to conduct
a survey of faculty and students on issues related to Blackboard. The first bid by the SRC was well
beyond the budget foreseen for the project. The committee's proposal for TRF funds from the interim
cycle was not successful. It was seen that if a survey could not be completed before the last few weeks
of spring term, then participation would suffer. The beginning of fall term would also present a problem,
in that a new version of the Blackboard software will go into production then, and so any survey
questions dealing with the merits and faults of the implementation are not likely to have a well-
informed response. The delays due to funding and this changeover to a new version of Blackboard will
likely postpone the survey until winter 2007. 

Several of the members this year come from units where research generates large data sets, primarily
geospatial data. How to host these to ensure their long-term maintenance and enable access by
multiple interested parties was the theme of two meetings this year. One was with Jimmy Kagan from
the Institute for Natural Resources and the other was with Jeremy Frumkin from the
ScholarsArchive@OSU (aka Institutional Repository) project at the Valley Library. The Institute for
Natural Resources (http://inr.oregonstate.edu/index.html) is partnering with the Library on providing a
portal to access to a number of geospatial and image data sets. Some of the public access is funded by
the Oregon Department of Administrative Services, which will also host the state purchased data, but
the data steward will be at OSU. The vision is that the data steward would also be able to assist
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campus units in making their shared data sets available via the portal, but the financial model for
supporting this endeavor and the actual hosting is unclear. In response to this situation, several units
with such needs have formed a task force to investigate a course of action. An initial meeting was held
on June 9, 2006 with participants from the College of Forestry, the Valley Library, the Institute for
Natural Resources, the Department of Geosciences, NACSE (EECS), and the Oregon Climate Service
(COAS). A workshop will convene on July 13 to discuss specific data sharing needs and develop a
conceptual framework, implementation and funding strategies, and possible recommendations for the
university administration.

The Committee is committed to the work of this campus spatial data discussion.  If the spatial data
group’s work continues into the academic year, the CRC will formalize the group as a working group of
CRC.

ScholarsArchive@OSU is the new name for the institutional repository at OSU. The institutional
repository is a place to deposit materials of "scholarly" value generated at OSU. Examples
include preprints, images, class materials such as notes and syllabi, theses, and student
projects. Such materials gain a permanent URL and meta-information which can assist others in
searching them. In principle, data sets can be included, but there are currently practical limits
based on storage capacity and expense. The project will need help from other units to expand
in this direction. If departments want to place material which currently only exists in print form,
there may charges for scanning to an electronic format. For materials in popular formats (MS
Word, PDF) the library will migrate these over time to maintain availability.
In progress is the development of search and reporting tools for users/owners of collections
within the Archive. This may be useful for departments if all faculty members were to place
their research papers in the Archive. On the horizon are direct methods for submission for
publication of preprints hosted in the Archive, and for links with other projects such as
arXiv.org.

The Committee suggests that a presentation be made to Faculty Senate about the Archive to increase
awareness and departmental participation.

At the last meeting of the year we invited Larry Landis, University Archivist, to discuss records
retention, especially electronic records.  This is a topic about which most faculty members are
entirely unaware. Many email communications related to University business have mandated
archival periods, and must be retrievable as public records. The Archivists office will be
preparing some training material which may be required of new faculty. A revision of the
records retention schedule is underway in conjunction with UO, OUS and the state archivist.
 The CRC has volunteered to serve in an advisory role to the Archivist as the University System
considers changes in the public records retention schedule and needed clarifications and
training.

There is a need to raise faculty awareness on this matter.

The committee discussed its charge and operations. In connection with the five-year review by
the Committee on Committees, we reviewed our standing rules. One item was seen to be
obsolete and so we recommended its removal from our standing rules. We note also that we
need better communication with other Faculty Senate committees. We discussed our role with
respect to the proposed University Information Technology Committee. This will have to be
elucidated when that committee is actually formed and given its charge.

Computing Resources Committee Membership 2005-2006

David Finch (co-chair)                          Mathematics
Kathy Howell (co-chair)                       College of Forestry       
Jonathan Kaplan                                   Philosophy
Dawn Wright                                        Geosciences     
Jessica White (fall, winter)                     Education
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Student Members:  Jeremy Gragg, Alex Polvi

Ex-officio: Curt Pederson, Catherine Williams
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