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TO: Ken Williamson, Faculty Senate President

FROM: Deborah Healey, Instructional Development and Technology Committee Chair

Subject: 1998-99 Annual Report, Instructional Development and Technology Committee (IDTC)

Committee Members
John Block - Pharmacy
Mark Merickel - Education
Carole Crateau - University Honors College
Jay Schindler - Public Health
Bill Uzgalis - Philosophy
Ex-officio: Larry Pribyl - CMC/Information Services

This year the committee had the basic task of redefining itself. In previous years, a large part of the
committee's task was to allocate the faculty grants portion of the Technology Resource Fee money. Since that
task was taken over by the Technology Resource Fee committee, the IDTC looked at whether it had a role at
OSU and if so, what that role should be. We used the recommendations from the Information Services Review
Task Force and discussions with the Ad Hoc Information Services Committee to help examine these
questions.

In our discussions, we noted a need for a way of providing faculty input to Information Services to improve
the quality of their decisions in areas that affect faculty, not only in instruction but also in the research and
service arenas. It was also clear that faculty could benefit from help in using instructional technology
effectively. These areas became the focal points of our work in redefining the role of the committee, deciding
on a new name, and revising the IDTC's standing rules to reflect the changes in the committee's role.

We decided that the committee should have a role as the faculty voice to Information Services and the
technology arm of the Faculty Senate. It should broaden its mandate to cover not only instruction but also
the areas of research and service, on and off campus. Representatives from this committee should serve on
the new Information Technology Advisory Committee, which would be charged with developing a vision for
computing at OSU in the 21st century. These are the elements incorporated into the revised standing rules -
and that influenced the choice of committee name as the Computing Resources Committee. The revised
standing rules were accepted by the Faculty Senate at the May meeting. They are:

The Computing Resources Committee reviews and recommends policy concerning technology as used by
faculty in instruction, research, and service on campus and off-campus. It assists in planning and advocating
for the necessary technology to maximize student learning and enhance faculty research and service activities
to OSU and the wider community. It acts to advise other committees and Information Services as well as
providing leadership in adoption and effective use of computing for instruction, research, and service. The
Committee shall consist of six Faculty, at least four of whom must be Teaching Faculty, and two Students,
and the Associate Provost for Information Services, ex-officio, non-voting. The Associate Provost for
Information Services may recommend a resource person from Information Services as another ex-officio,
non-voting member. The Executive Committee is encouraged to look for broad representation in the
appointments to the committee in order to provide disciplinary diversity.

In order to be the faculty voice to IS, we needed a way to reach out to faculty. We set up a mailing list, the
FacultyTech listserv (facultytech@mail.orst.edu) and invited faculty to participate. Approximately 80 people

http://oregonstate.edu/
http://oregonstate.edu/
http://calendar.oregonstate.edu/
http://oregonstate.edu/findsomeone/
http://oregonstate.edu/cw_tools/campusmap/
http://oregonstate.edu/siteindex.html
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/senate/
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/senate/committees/
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/senate/committees/crc/
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/senate/committees/crc/ar/


Computing Resources Committee, Faculty Senate, Oregon State University

http://oregonstate.edu/dept/senate/committees/crc/ar/1998-1999.html[8/4/2017 4:04:14 PM]

from departments across campus are now subscribed to that list. Questions raised on the list include
enhanced classroom design, Novell licensing (which raised the have vs have-not issue), student printing,
faculty input to IS, and faculty development with technology. As this mailing list grows, we feel it will be
increasingly useful.

In order to improve faculty use of technology, we asked OSU Statewide to fund a faculty development system
on the WIC model. This would build a core of faculty from each department who were experienced in
technology use in teaching and who would share their knowledge with their colleagues. While there is
agreement in principle to fund this project, the details have not yet been finalized.

Also in progress is a proposal from Ray William for an enhanced classroom that would encourage group work
in large classes, with breakout rooms for discussion and ways for several groups to interact with each other.
The topic was discussed on the FacultyTech list. Information about that proposal can be found at
http://osu.orst.edu/dept/eli/idtc/william.html. There is a link as well on the Faculty Senate IDTC web page.

For next year, we propose that the committee continue to work on improving faculty use of technology for
instruction, focusing initially on the faculty development system we proposed to OSU Statewide. We would
like to finalize a recommendation about the enhanced classroom proposed by Ray William. We see looming
issues in the role of Information Services in supporting research as well as instructional computing, and in the
question of have vs have-not departments. We hope to work regularly with Curt Pederson to improve the way
that Information Services addresses faculty needs.

The past year has been an interesting one, working through many transitions. We feel the end result with our
redefined committee role is a positive one that will benefit OSU in the years to come.
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