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The Graduate Admissions Committee (GAC) operates under the Standing Rules of the Faculty 
Senate and under the policies and procedures formulated by the Graduate Council. The role of 
the GAC is to review files of Graduate School applicants who do not meet the minimum 
admission requirements. In the case of domestic applicants, the requirement is a grade point 
average (GPA) of 3.00 in the last 90 quarter hours or 60 semester hours of the first 
undergraduate degree. For international students, a similar GPA requirement applies, plus 
either a TOEFL score of 550 (213 on the computer version of the test) or a degree completed at 
an accredited institution offering all course work in English. 
 
Cases not meeting these minimum requirements may be appealed to the GAC for review with 
one of the following outcomes: admit regular, admit conditionally, admit provisionally, or deny 
admittance. For a conditional admit, the standard condition is that students must earn a 3.00 (B 
grade) or better in each course of the first 18 hours of graded graduate credits. A provisional 
admit usually involves additional coursework or GPA stipulations imposed by the petitioning 
department. If students are denied admittance, they may still complete 24 hours of upper 
division courses or graduate work, earning a 3.00 or better, to be considered for admission if the 
department approves the acceptance. Students who use this avenue are not reconsidered by 
the GAC unless they petition based on fewer than 24 hours of completed work. 
 
In 2006, the Faculty Senate voted to streamline the appeals process for those applications not 
meeting these minimum requirements. This policy change established that if a department 
petitions for conditional admission for an applicant with a GPA of 2.75 or above, the admissions 
office will automatically grant the conditional admission as requested. If regular or provisional 
admission is requested, the file would be reviewed by the GAC. Similarly, if a department 
petitions for any form of admission for an applicant with a GPA below 2.75, the file would be 
reviewed by the GAC and a final admission decision would be made. 
 
In reviewing cases, the GAC considers a range of predictors for success in graduate school, 
including standardized test scores (e.g., GRE), letters of recommendation, other academic 
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performance, and work experience since the applicant earned their previous degree(s). Each 
file is carefully reviewed by at least two committee members who look for substantive and 
compelling evidence indicating that the applicant will succeed at the graduate level to justify 
waiving the admission requirements. 
 
During the period of August 1, 2012 to June 19, 2013, 21 committee meetings were originally 
scheduled, essentially on a biweekly basis. Files (i.e., cases) were available for review for 13 of 
these meetings, so 8 meetings were cancelled given the lack of files (see committee annual 
audit prepared by Graduate School Admissions). (link GAC_audit.xlsx as a PDF to underlined 
text) The GAC considered 39 files (i.e., cases; Table 1). Of these, 24 (62%) were domestic 
students and 15 (38%) were international students. This represents a slight increase in the 
percentage of international student cases compared to both 2011-2012 (27%) and 2010-2011 
(32.8%). Seven decisions (16%) involved full admission with no conditions, 27 decisions (63%) 
involved conditional admission, 4 decisions (9%) involved provisional admission, and 5 
decisions (12%) involved denying admission. Four of these decisions involved simultaneously 
granting both conditional and provisional admission. 
 
 
Table 1.  Outcomes of GAC Meetings in Recent Years 

  

 
2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 

 GAC Decision Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Admit Regular   6   9.4   8 13.1   7 15.9   7 16.3 

Admit Conditional 50 78.1 39 63.9 28 63.6 27 62.8 

Admit Provisional   6   9.4 10 16.4   3   6.8   4   9.3 

Deny Admittance   4   6.3   8 13.1   9 20.5   5 11.6 

Defer Case   2   3.1   2   3.3   0   0.0   0   0.0 

Total Files 1 64 
 

61   44 
 

39 
 1 Some applicants were granted simultaneous conditional and provisional admittance decisions, so percentages may sum to 

more than 100% and the number of decisions may not match the total number of files. 

 
 
Overall, the total number of cases reviewed by the GAC has continued the declining trend 
highlighted in last year’s report (Figure 1). Anecdotally, this decline may still reflect something of 
a “buyer’s market” in graduate admissions currently. Similar to last year, committee members 
still believed that, in their own units (e.g., departments, schools), fewer marginal or questionable 
cases were referred to the GAC likely because of the large numbers of well-qualified students 
contacting these units expressing interest and eventually applying to the Graduate School. 
 
 



 
 
Among the cases reviewed by the GAC, the relative percentages of each admission decision 
have varied only slightly from year to year, and the percentages of decisions this year (2012-
2013) are relatively consistent with the past few years (Table 1, Figure 2). Most applicants are 
still accepted conditionally, but there have been higher rejection rates over the past three years 
(11.6% to 20.5%) compared to previous years (e.g., 3% in 2008-2009, 6.3% in 2009-2010). 
   
 

 
 
In May, 2011, the Graduate Council approved a policy regarding students holding international 
professional degrees. Foreign students who followed a professional track in lieu of a four-year 
baccalaureate degree had been automatically disqualified by the Graduate School. The 
Graduate Council, therefore, put into place an appeals process for these students:  
 

"Graduate programs with an international applicant who does not have a four-year 
bachelor's or an appropriate alternative degree (e.g., a professional degree of at 



least four years duration), but who meets all other requirements for admission as a 
graduate student at OSU, may appeal the admissions denial to the Graduate 
Admissions Committee. The Graduate Admissions Committee, based on evidence 
presented by the graduate program, will determine if the student has sufficiently 
demonstrated preparedness to enter a graduate program and may provide an 
exception to allow admissions. The Graduate Council will review this policy in one 
year with input from the Graduate Admissions Committee." 

 
It had been anticipated that this policy would significantly expand the number and scope of 
cases reviewed by the GAC, with a concomitant increase in workload, but this has not been the 
case so far. Only four files in this category were reviewed last year (2011-2012) and all four 
were admitted as regular students. This year (2012-2013), the GAC also reviewed only four 
additional files in this category with two admitted as regular students and two admitted 
conditionally. Consistent with last year’s report, the GAC would like to continue encouraging 
departments to fully document these cases by providing the data necessary to substantiate “the 
student’s ability to communicate proficiently in writing, their preparation to conduct research, 
and their development of critical thinking,” as required by the Graduate Council. 
 
Two minor procedural changes to the way the GAC operates were implemented this past year. 
First, in previous years, files for all cases were printed in hardcopy format and reviewed and 
discussed by committee members in person at each meeting. Committee members, however, 
believed that this approach sometimes led to feeling “rushed” to read and discuss several files 
during a meeting to allow it to adjourn in a timely manner. Committee members also found this 
approach to be inefficient given that most of the meeting time was quietly spent individually 
reading files. In response, a secure Sharepoint website was established where the Graduate 
School posted the .pdf of each file for members to review on their own time in advance of the 
meeting. The committee meeting time, therefore, was shortened dramatically and became more 
efficient because it was used only for discussing (not reading) files and making final decisions. 
 
Second, in previous years, full committee meetings were sometimes held even if there was just 
a single file to review. Given that each file is reviewed by only two or three committee members, 
this was inefficient and wasted time for several members, especially when most of the 
committee members attended meetings to find only one or two files for review. In response, the 
committee decided that for meetings where only one or two files were to be reviewed, the 
review, discussion, and decision process would usually be handled electronically via the 
Sharepoint website and email. Taken together, the committee members unanimously supported 
these two minor operational changes, believed that they worked well during this first year of 
their implementation (2012-2013), and advocated for their continued use next year. 
 
The committee would like to thank Rosemary Garagnani for her technical expertise and 
assistance, particularly in the area of international applications, and for facilitating the GAC 
meeting schedule and Sharepoint website. 
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