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The Graduate Admissions Committee (GAC) operates under the Standing Rules of the OSU 
Faculty Senate and under the policies and procedures formulated by the Graduate Council. 
The role of the GAC is to review files of Graduate School applicants who do not meet the 
minimum admission requirements. In the case of domestic applicants, the requirement is a 
grade point average (GPA) of 3.00 in the last 90 quarter hours or 60 semester hours of the 
first undergraduate degree. For international students, a similar GPA requirement applies, 
plus either a TOEFL score of 550 (213 on the computer version of the test, or 80 if Internet-
based scores are submitted) or a degree completed at an accredited institution offering all 
course work in English. 

 
Cases not meeting these minimum requirements may be appealed to the GAC for review 
with one of the following outcomes: admit regular, admit conditionally, admit provisionally, 
or deny admittance. For a conditional admit, the standard condition is that students must 
earn a 3.00 (B grade) or better in each course of the first 18 hours of graded graduate 
credits. A provisional admit usually involves additional coursework or GPA stipulations 
imposed by the petitioning department. If students are denied admittance, they may still 
complete 24 hours of upper division courses or graduate work, earning a 3.00 or better, to 
be considered for admission if the department approves the acceptance. Students who use 
this avenue are not reconsidered by the GAC unless they petition based on fewer than 24 
hours of completed work. 

 
In 2006, the Faculty Senate voted to streamline the appeals process for those applications 
not meeting these minimum requirements. This policy change established that if a 
department petitions for conditional admission for an applicant with a GPA of 2.75 or above 
(i.e., between 2.75 and 2.99), the admissions office will automatically grant the conditional 
admission as requested without sending the file to GAC. If regular or provisional admission 
is requested instead, the file would be reviewed by the GAC. Similarly, if a department 
petitions for any form of admission for an applicant with a GPA below 2.75, the file would be 
reviewed by the GAC and a final admission decision would be made. This policy has greatly 
reduced the GAC workload and is appreciated. 

 
In reviewing cases, GAC considers a range of predictors for success in graduate school, 
including standardized test scores (e.g., GRE), letters of recommendation (particularly 
external), academic performance and work experience since the applicants earned previous 
degree(s). Each file is carefully reviewed by at least three committee members who look for 



substantive and compelling evidence indicating that the applicant will succeed at the 
graduate level to justify waiving the admission requirements. 

 
For the period of August 3, 2016 to June 21, 2017, twenty-two meetings had originally been 
scheduled in coordination with the Graduate School. The committee meeting frequency was 
based on a biweekly schedule. Of the 22 originally scheduled meetings, 11 meetings (50%) 
were required due to files (i.e., cases) being provided by petitioning departments or 
programs. The result yielded a cancellation of 11 meetings due to a lack of files for review – 
see GAC annual audit prepared by the OSU Graduate School Admissions. This year’s actual 
meeting frequency (i.e., percentage) is slightly lower than 2015-2016 when 13 meetings 
(65% of 20) were held.  

 
During the 11 meetings held, the GAC reviewed a total of 20 files (refer to Table 1), 
significantly less than the number of files (33) during 2015-2016. Of these 20 student files 
for 2016-2017, 14 (70%) are domestic and 6 (30%) international. This represents an 
average of international applicants relative to the total number of petitioning files received 
by the GAC as compared to 2014-2015 (34%) and 2016-2017 (22%). This may be a 
“stabilizing” year and the international students are in Education, Earth, Ocean, and 
Atmospheric Sciences (EOAS), Wildlife Science, Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies 
(WGSS), Chemistry, and Certificate in Data Analytics, representing a diverse portfolio of 
new graduate programs on campus. A slight increase of Ecampus distance education 
degrees was noted (8 out of 20, which is 40%; but almost double the ~22% in 2015-2016). 
This indicates a strong shift of graduate programs recruiting talents online and providing 
continuing education to working professionals across the globe. Below is a list of important 
metrics for the student files reviewed during 2016-2017. Notably, OSU Cascades 
contributed 1 student file, 5% (dropping from 12% in 2015-2016) of the total files. The 
Graduate Certificates programs (both Ecampus online degrees) constitute 2 decisions, 
amount to ~10% of the total decisions. Furthermore, female students amount to 10, 
representing ~50% (vs. 44% last year) of the total student files being decisioned. 

 
In-person meetings (3): March 1, 2017, May 17, 2017, June 21, 2017 in LPSC 259. 
Cyber meetings (8): August 3, 2016, September 7, 2016, February 15, 2017, March 15, 

2017, April 5, 2017, April 19, 2017, May 3, 2017, June 7, 2017 via e-mail. 
 
Ph.D. (2): Wildlife Science, Chemistry 

 
MAT, MAIS, EdM, MS, MA, MCOUN, MHP, PSM, MFA, MF, Certificate (18): Teaching, 

Interdisciplinary Studies, Education (3), Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies (2), Earth, 
Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences (EOAS), Civil Engineering, Counseling, Radiation Health 
Physics (2), Environmental Sciences (2), Creative Writing, Water Conflict Management, Data 
Analytics and Sustainable Forest Management. [This represents a decrease from 28 degrees 
in 2015-2016.] 

 
CERT (2): Data Analytics, Water Conflict Management. [3 in 2015-2016] 
 
E-Campus Distance Education (Online Degrees, 8): Master of Teaching (1), Master of 

Education (1), Master of Counseling (1), Radiation Health Physics (2), PSM Environmental 
Sciences (1), Data Analytics (1), Water Conflict Management (1). [Similar to 7 in 2015-
2016.] 

 
OSU Cascades Branch Campus (Bend, OR: 1): Low-Residency MFA – Creative Writing. 

[This represents a decrease from 4 students, 2 in MCOUN and 2 in MAT, in 2015-2016.] 
 

International students (6): United Kingdom (1), Namibia (1), Nigeria (1), India (1), 
Bangladesh (1), Thailand (1) from Europe, Africa, and Asia. [This is similar to 7 students in 
2015-2016.] 

 
Female: 10*. (*including a Cherokee two-spirit Trans person he/she) [14 in 2015-2016] 

http://senate.oregonstate.edu/sites/senate.oregonstate.edu/files/gac_ar17_audit.pdf


Note: Stacey Lee kindly served the remainder of Roy Haggerty’s term which ended in 
June 2017. Four new members joined the GAC as of August 3, 2016 whose terms will end in 
2019. Robert Allan from CEOAS joined GAC in 2017 and his term will end in 2020. The 
current GAC Chair (Chong Fang) nominated member Un-Ku Moon as the GAC Co-Chair from 
2017-2018. 
 

Table 1. Outcomes of GAC Reviews from 2010-2017 (seven-year span) 

* Some applicants were granted simultaneous conditional and provisional admissions so the 
percentages may sum to >100% and the number of total decisions may be more than the 
total number of files. 
 
The number of files has fallen significantly from the 2015–2016 school year, but returned to 
similar levels to the 2013–2014 and 2014–2015 school years. The Committee will determine 
if this number hits a new pseudo-equilibrium in outyears. The percentage of Conditional 
Admit has remained at high points since 2010 (≥90%), which reflected better preparation of 
petition packages from the department/program units and convincing potentials of the 
applicants demonstrated through the application materials (i.e., GAC members are largely 
supportive of individual departmental evaluations and external recommendation letters to 
make informed decisions). This point is substantiated by the steady decline of rejection 
rates (from close to 20% in 2012 to zero since 2015) as shown by data in Table 1. This 
metric will be closely monitored as the new school year starts and judge the student quality 
based on petition files and program requirements. Notably, according to the 2014-2015 GAC 
final report, ~86% of GAC admits “have remained enrolled or earned a degree or 
certificate”. The recent OSU Graduate School has maintained a 77% retention rate for 
masters and 62% for doctoral students. So the GAC is confident that with adequate 
mentoring from faculty, departments and colleges, in conjunction with self-motivation of the 
students themselves, successes in the OSU Graduate School will greatly benefit their 
professional growth and career paths for years to come. The Graduate Admissions 
Committee also thanks Rosemary Garagnani for her insights, expertise, and support! 

GAC 
Decisions 

2010-2011 
Num. Per.(%) 

2011-2012 
Num. Per.(%) 

2012-2013 
Num.  Per.(%) 

2013-2014 
Num.  Per.(%) 

2014-2015 
Num.  Per.(%) 

2015-2016 
Num.  Per.(%) 

2016-2017 
Num.  Per.(%) 

Admit 
Regular    8        13        7        16     7       18    2        12    3        17    1         3    2        10 

Admit 
Conditional   39       64   28       64    27      69   11       65   14       78   30       94   18       90 

Admit 
Provisional   10       16    3         7     4       10    2        12    0         0    4        13    2        10 

Deny 
Admittance    8        13    9        20     5       13    3        18    1         6    0          0    0          0 

Defer Case    2         3    0         0     0        0    0         0    0         0    1          3    0          0 
Total Files*   61        –   44        –    39       –   17        –   18        –   32         –   20         – 


