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The Faculty Senate Library Committee (FSLC) maintained a holding pattern this year, as 
predicted cuts in collections were, for the time being, postponed. The Committee’s mandate 
is to advise OSU Libraries (OSUL) faculty on key issues regarding the needs of the OSU 
community, library policy and budget, and scholarly communication. The central issues this 
year concerned the looming budget crisis and its likely effects on collections—a matter 
exacerbated by the absence of a dedicated fundraiser at the OSU foundation—as well as the 
library’s initiative to re-purpose certain rooms by moving some collections off-site and 
setting up workshops consecrated to student success.  
 
The Committee convened four times in 2016-17, thrice in 109 Gilkey Hall and once to tour 
the library with Larry Landis, the Director of Special Collections and Archives Research 
Center. The visit provided an informative and engaging orientation for committee members.  
 
Accomplishments                                                                                                                    
 

University-Wide Open Access, Open Educational Resources (OER) Policies:                                                   
FSLC members continued discussion with OSUL faculty to implement new open access 
programs. The OERs already introduced at OSU, incentivized through OSU Libraries and the 
OSU Press, have shown clear benefits to students by cutting the costs of textbooks. The 
FSLC and OSUL faculty will continue the work of encouraging faculty to develop new OERs 
or find and use OERs in high enrollment classes.  
 
Restoration of Student Members of the FSLC:                                                                               
Last year’s FSLC had no student members. Having decided to reduce their number from 
three to two (one undergraduate, one graduate), the committee solicited volunteers and 
successfully appointed two students, both from the School of Writing, Literature, and Film 
(SWLF), who served in good standing this year. 
 
Petition to Restore Library Research Travel Grant (LRTG) Program:                                                    
With counsel from the FSLC and OSUL faculty, Richmond Barbour and Melissa Santala 
drafted a petition to Provost Feser, Senior Vice Provost Capalbo, and Vice President for 
Research Sagers to restore the LRTG, a program of substantial benefit to faculty during the 
years of its existence. Former Provost Randhawa terminated the program in 2013, when its 
funds depleted. Our hope is that the current administration will find a way to fund a 
program of documented success in enhancing faculty productivity and OSU’s national and 
international reputation. 
 
Early English Books Online (EEBO) Acquisition:                                                                       
The FSLC congratulated OSUL staff for their successful negotiation of sustainably affordable 
access to EEBO, a collection of great importance to scholars in the Humanities, whose 
purchase will boost OSU’s efforts at recruitment and retention of faculty.  
 
Major Concerns, Current and Forthcoming 

This year as before, the committee’s single greatest concern, which will turn more acute in 
forthcoming years, is adequate funding for collections. Faye Chadwell and her team’s 
resourceful efforts to retain current access to serials of ever-inflating cost are now impacted 
by the absence of dedicated support (i.e., FTE) at the OSU Foundation. The budgets 
presented to the FSLC indicate that, over the next few years, deeper and deeper cuts to 
collections may become inescapable. This is a matter of central concern to both the FSLC 
and the OSUL faculty: in an era of over-stressed budgets, how do we preserve holdings and 
access indispensable to a major research university? Recent budgets, moreover, have been 
balanced in part by keeping lines open that optimally need staffing. It would be appropriate 
in 2017-18 for the FSLC to play a greater role in advocating for enhanced funding of 
collections, in part by raising the concern to the full body of the Faculty Senate.   
 



The repurposing of library space to house facilities consecrated to student success 
emerged as an important concern that warrants more discussion in 2017-18. Some OSU 
faculty have suggested that the availability of digital facsimiles may not offset delays of 
access to remote originals and that the increasing volume of off-site storage may adversely 
impact the reach and pace of their research.                   
 
Some Agenda Items for Next Year’s Library Committee 
 

Adequate funding of collections is a central concern   
  

Clarifying tasks and responsibilities within the FSLC: 
1) Systematizing the scheduling of meetings 

2) Recruitment / retention / clarification of responsibilities of student members  

3) Briefing members on our mission and mandate               

4) Tour of library Fall term                                                                                           

Investigate whether linkage of library access to OSU/ONID accounts still impacts non-
degree-seeking students, auditors, Ecampus students, and retired faculty. 
 
2016-17 Membership 

Richmond Barbour ’18, Chair School of Writing, Literature & Film                                                
Chris Beaudry ’17 Chemistry                                                                                                           
Dylan Keon ‘17  Electrical Engineering & Computer Sciences                                                                 
Robin Pappas ’17 College of Liberal Arts                                                                                              
Emily Shroyer ’18 College of Earth, Ocean & Atmospheric Sciences                                               
Enrique Thomann ’18 Mathematics 
Dianna Fisher ’19 Extended Campus 
Justin St. Germain ’19 School of Writing, Literature & Film 
Melissa Santala ’19 Mechanical, Industrial & Manufacturing Engineering                                              

Student Members – 
Colleen Boardman, graduate student, School of Writing, Literature and Film                                                                                     
Danielle Palatin, undergraduate student, School of Writing, Literature and Film                                                                                                                                                                        

Ex-officio – University Libraries – Faye Chadwell 
 

Executive Committee Liaison – JoAnne Bunnage 
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