
Materials linked from the May 3, 2018 Graduate Council agenda. 

 

Note: The below verbiage is linked from the Graduate Policies site on the Graduate School 

website under ‘Graduate Option’ 

(http://catalog.oregonstate.edu/ChapterDetail.aspx?key=38#Section1798).  
 

 

Graduate Option  
 
Options are for students of a specific major. An option is one of several distinct 

variants of course aggregations within a major that focus on an area of study 
designed to provide a student with specialized knowledge, competence, and skills 
while sharing a minimum core of courses. 

 
A graduate option consists of a minimum of 12 designated quarter credits of related 

course work (excluding thesis credits), comprised of course work offered by the 
sponsoring unit as well as by other academic units. The option may be comprised of 
specific courses, completion of a designated number of credits from a longer list of 

alternative courses, or a combination of specific and alternative course lists. 
Approved options may be added to a graduate program of study, and approved by 

the faculty advisor(s) and the director of the sponsoring unit. On the program of 
study, there should be no overlap in course credits between options (the same 
course cannot be used to satisfy credit requirements in multiple options). When the 

unit submits the final examination card to validate awarding of the major to the 
Graduate School, the unit will also validate that the requirements of the option have 

been completed. 
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